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But no sooner had he done this than he and his horse
were struck by stones in several places at once. " I held
up my gun against the sky," says he, " cocked the two
triggers, brought round my revolver, and shouted, ' Now I
am ready for the first man who shows his head/ "

The missiles ceased to come, and Nicola urged, " Now
shoot to show you have a gun with two souls, and a pistol
with many." But the need to shoot was past, for the foes
were sufficiently intimidated and ceased their attacks.

On the following day, when Hebron was reached, Hunt
learnt from the Prussian doctor at the Quarantine that in
the preceding week there had been fighting in which fifty
men had been killed. After a night here the journey was
continued by our traveller, who was now in the best of spirits.
" I felt a novel joy in life," he writes. " I looked around to
account for my exhilaration of spirit, and could only discover
a sweet purity in the very barrenness of the scene before
me." Upon arriving at the encampment of one of the
sheikhs of the locality, Abou Daouk by name, he began
negotiations for the use of a few men as guides and caterers
during his sojourn by the Dead Sea. The detailed account
to be found in his book of his conversations with the sheikh
makes admirable reading, and shows incidentally that he
had progressed remarkably with his practice and knowledge
of colloquial Arabic, though he confesses that he experienced
difficulties with the tribal dialect and had to be helped out by
his servant. But, above all, it reveals how far, during a com-
paratively short experience, he had been able to enter into
the subtleties of the Eastern character, and how well he under-
stood the men with whom he dealt. The ability to manage
native peoples is a gift with which few are endowed, but which
Hunt possessed in an eminent degree; and the evidence of
tact and courage which his own modest and unassuming